Title: A Call to Action for Youth in Care in Canada

Cc: nationalcouncilyica@gmail.com 

Member of Parliament [insert name here; Find Members of Parliament]
[City, Province]
  
Dear [insert name here],   
 
The National Council of Youth in Care Advocates (NCYICA) has developed the Equitable Standards for Transitions to Adulthood for Youth in Care, with an accompanying Policy Brief, outlining key actions that need to be implemented by Federal, Provincial and Territorial governments to support more equitable transitions for youth in care across the country. The accompanying Equitable Standards Evaluation Model is an accountability and quality assurance tool for stakeholders to assess their fidelity to each of the eight Equitable Standards and associated key supports, and to determine areas that require further work.
   
I am writing to ask you to publicly express your support for the Equitable Standards. Please let your constituents and your colleagues know that you believe that the Federal government should play a leadership role and collaborate with the National Council of Youth in Care Advocates (NCYICA) to:

· Complete the Equitable Standards for Transitions to Adulthood for Youth in Care Evaluation and implement the Equitable Standards; 
· Ensure Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) post-majority supports services for First Nations youth and young adults are permanent and are in line with the Equitable Standards; and
· Extend Jordan’s Principle past the age of majority. 

A Federal role on this issue is in line with the recurring recommendations on ‘aging out’ of care that have been put forward by youth with lived experience, advocates and researchers since the late 1980s, as outlined in A Long Road Paved With Solutions and in the 2025 Senate Standing Committee on Human Rights report, Nothing to Celebrate: The Crisis of youth Aging Out of Care. It is also in line with the Reaching Home Directive and key to:

· reducing the inflow of youth from the child welfare system into homelessness;
· promoting equity for youth who face the greatest inequalities; and
· reducing poverty for youth and young families.

These actions will bring the Federal Government closer to its goal of ending chronic homelessness in Canada. I hope that I can count on your support and advocacy within the House of Commons to keep the government accountable to the Equitable Standards and provide better supports to youth in and from care.
 
The socio-economic upheaval associated with the COVID-19 pandemic have exacerbated the already precarious situation of youth in and from care. It’s time to act in a coordinated way on what we have known for decades. When we know better, we must do better.    
    
Sincerely,     
  
[signature]

[your name]
[your contact info]
